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because it is extraordinary, it must have been implanted by a
deva or a wonderful being. After observation and analysis,
when it agrees with reason and .is conducive to the good and
benefit of one and all, then accept it and live up to it."^ Ac-
cordingly Buddhism requires nothing to be accepted on trust
without inquiry. It does not want one to believe in order to
understand. To no question does it answer : (< It is believ-
able, because it is so absurd; it is true,because it is so impossi-
ble." It has been sometimes said that the t( will to believe"
plays a more important part in life than reason. If we once
grant the will to believe, we must equally grant the will to
disbelieve. Further, what is the will to believe, but the will
to hold something certain which one feels to be uncertain,,
the determination to beguile and hypnotise oneself in such
a way as to accept as true what is clearly perceived to be
error ? The will to believe is nothing else than the will to
deceive, first oneself and then, naturally, others. It is only
a euphonious name for hypocrisy, which may be good for
a church or a Jesuit, but not for religion or the seeker after
truth.

The Blessed One rejects as worthless all recourse to author-
ity and revelation for deciding between truth and error. The
Buddha regards the frequent citation of the "holy " words of
theVedas by the Brahmans as the vain repetition ofthe words
of others and not as indicative of faith. ((It is as if a number
of blind men were leading one another; the first one does
not see , neither does the middle one see ; nor does the last
see."  The Enlightened One draws a clear distinction
between "the mere reception ofthe truth" and " the know-
ledge of the truth." Just as a spoon holding honey knows
not the flavour of what it holds, so does a man who has
simply received the truth with a believing heart. Just as a
slave mounting up to the place from which a king has
addressed his retinue and repeating the same words cannot
become a king, just as the mere writing on the sand of the
words " come hither " cannot make the bank of a river
move from one side to the other,similarlythe mere acceptance
of doctrine or dogma on the authority of others can never
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